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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

Throughout this year you will be involved with your own personal learning about this world of ours... 




-Environmental Science web page

You have been given much freedom this semester to explore this environment of ours.  Some of you have taken the opportunity and done much work.  Others have done little. Some of you have fallen in between.


Given that there is not such thing as a free lunch, it is now time to see just what you have learned this semester.  For those of you who have worked seriously at this course, this final should continue your learning experience and be rather easy.  For those of you have not dedicated enough serious time, this final may well prove to be a nightmare. 


Some notes before you begin:

SAVE OFTEN!!!! (A crashed computer is no excuse for not finishing.)

· Save your final into the COMPLETED FINALS FOLDER in COMMON/ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE). Name the saved final with your name. 

· Be accurate and complete in your answers.  Do not assume anything.  Pretend that you are writing the answer for a person who has never met you or seen your work.

· Be complete but be concise (brief).  Say what you want say clearly and move on to the next item.

· Use supporting details from projects in all of your answers.  Do not assume that just because you said it, it’s true – give evidence from your projects to prove it.

THE FINAL WILL BE GRADED AS FOLLOWS:

· In order to receive an A on this final your paper will:

· Fully answer each question using examples from your semester’s work.

· Demonstrate in depth understanding of the terms and concepts  studied.

· Communicate effectively and clearly.

· Proper spelling and grammar.

· Ideas are well organized and well thought out.

· Find connections among concepts and terms.

· Find connections between your projects and the real world. 

· Capture the reader’s (me) interest.

· In order to receive an B on this final your paper will:

· Substantially answer questions.

· Display understanding of the topic with fewer connections and insights.

· Communicate successfully but generate less reader interest.

· In order to receive an C on this final your paper may:

· Contain concrete answers but with few connections and insights.

· Be in need of clearer communication

· Contain spelling and grammar mistakes.

· Lack organization.

· Lack connections.

· Not fully answer the question. Leave out terms and concepts

· Stray from the topic.

· Your paper will receive a D or F  if it does not meet these minimum requirements.
The Test Itself

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCEPTS CONSIDERED THIS SEMESTER:

· There is no such a thing as a free lunch. 

· Time changes everything. 

· Humans can impact anything on earth. 

· Answers come from asking essential questions, doing good research, and presenting your findings publicly. 

· Cycles are everywhere. 

· 
Earth's resources are finite. 

· Extinct is forever. 

· Endangered means there is still time.

· Everything impacts something. 

· Diversity equals stability. 

· We have met the enemy and he is us.

· What goes around comes around.

TERMS TO UNDERSTAND:

Ecosystem
Niche
Abiotic
Diversity

Population
Biome
Biotic
Habitat

Energy
Pollution
The Nitrogen Cycle
Renewable Resources

Biomass
Biosphere
The Carbon Cycle
Endangered Species

Interaction
Vernal Pond
Bio-Accumulation
Migration

Eutrophication
Extinction
Watershed
Whale Species

Adaptation
Organism
Estuary
Photosynthesis

Resources Depletion
Cycle
Non-Point Source Pollution
Wet Land

Producer
Consumer
The Water Cycle
Decomposer

Wilderness
Stewardship
The Carbon Cycle
Food Web

Food Web
Wetland



I.  Quarter Three Project:

Use information gained from any project done in quarter three in order to show and explain that you have a good understanding of three terms and two concepts listed above.

Answer #1 here:
II.  Quarter Four Project:
Use information gained from any project done in quarter four to show and explain that you have a good understanding of at three different terms and two different concepts listed above.

Answer #II here:
IV.  ANY OTHER PROJECT 

After reading the selection below,  Use examples  from any other project to answer question A: 

People of the modern Western world have generally regarded themselves as masters of the earth.   They have seen themselves as distinct from nature, which includes all other living things.  With their great inventiveness, they have achieved great power over nature.  Biblical people dreamed of moving mountains; modern people can move them.  Over thousands of years of civilization, people used plants, animals soils, water and minerals in any way they saw fit.  Even if their activities caused total destruction, they paid little heed.


Today, as human numbers are rapidly multiplying, we are beginning to see that there are limits to what we can safely do.  Thus, as power has grown, so has understanding.  But our understanding is sadly lagging behind our ability to destroy.  Beginning with scientists, philosophers and a mystic here and there, people are coming to realize that humans are part of nature.  Thus, it has begun to dawn on us that we can be our own worst enemy.  As the cartoon character Pogo said “we have met the enemy and he is us.” (What is Ecology, Lawrence W. McCombs, Nicholas Rosa.)

A. List two concepts that seem to best explain the meaning of the reading.  Using examples from any other project than those already mentioned to explain why those concepts apply to the reading.

Answer A: Click on the star and start typing.

*

Please Read the cartoon before answering question B:
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B. From what you have learned this semester, what do you think is the most important environmental issue that proves that “We have met the enemy and he is us.”  ?

· Use examples from any other project than those already mentioned to support your argument.

· From what you have learned from your projects, state what you see is the most workable solution to this problem.

Answer B.  
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