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Parachute Lab

OBJECTIVE: Using whatever materials you wish, build a parachute.  Your goal is to make your parachute stay in the air as long as possible.

RULES:

· You will try to have the slowest falling parachute.

· Your chute must have a weight, a canopy and strings to attach the weight to the canopy. Note: A BALLOON IS NOT A PARACHUTE!!!!

· You will drop your chute from the same height each time 

· The time that each chute stays in the air will be recorded.

· You  will have as many trial flights as you want.  You may modify your chute between flights.

· Write your three times on the line provided below.

Questions:
1. Describe four characteristics that make a good parachute.

2. What was your slowest time? ________What was the average speed of your parachute? 

3. How long after you dropped your chute did it reach terminal velocity? (Right away, in the middle of the fall, almost at the end, never).  How could you tell it reached terminal velocity?

4. Use arrows to show the opposite forces that were acting on your parachute when it reached terminal velocity.



